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Phoenix Class’ newsletter for terms 1 and 2

Welcome back!

I hope you all had a restful and enjoyable summer holiday and are now ready for a busy and exciting year of work ahead.

	In Mathematics we will be learning about…
	· Place value

Yr 5 – numbers to 1 millions, rounding 10,100,1000,10,000, negative numbers and Roman numerals.

Yr 4 - numbers to 1000, rounding 10 and 100, partitioning numbers and Roman numerals.

· Addition and subtraction

Yr 5 – add and subtract up to 4 digit numbers (decimals included, round to estimate, using the inverse.
Yr 4 - add and subtract up to 4 digit numbers
· Statistics (Yr 5 only)

Yr 5 – to interpret and draw line graphs, timetables, interpret bar charts in different forms.

· Multiplication and division

Yr 5 – to understand multiples and factors, square numbers, cubed numbers, x and divide by 10,100,1000,10,000

Yr 4 – x and divide by 10,100,1000, times tables x1 –x12

· Area and perimeter

Yr 5 – measure area and perimeter of regular and irregular shapes.

Yr4 -  measure perimeter, equivalent lengths in different units of measure

Year 5 will be taught by Mr Backett and Mrs Williams.  Year 4 will be taught by Mrs Murdoch.  This allows us to teach in smaller classes, allowing work to be pitched to meet the individual’s needs

	In English we will be learning about…
	·    Adventure stories based around the book ‘The Boy With the Bronze Axe’

·    Non-chronological reports about the Iron Age, Stone Age and Bronze Age

·    Explanation texts – how to build a Stone Age Roundhouse.


	In science we will be learning about…

(Y4 with Mrs Stayt 

Y5 with Mr Backett)


	· Habitats (Y4)

· Forces (Y5)
	·  Grouping Living Things. (Y4)

· Living things in their habitats (Y5) 

	Topic – What was life like before the year 0?  
	· What was life like before the Year Zero? (focus on Stone Age, Bronze Age and Iron Age) · 
· History – timelines, when were the Stone Age, Bronze Age and Iron Age? How different was life then? Look at their diet, houses, entertainment, tools, clothing.
· Geography - use of land and farming, settlements around the world throughout the time period. ·
· Art – purpose and creation of cave art. · 
· DT – cooking/baking and creating models of Stone Henge

	Within Computing we will be looking at:
	·  Connecting networks – looking at the internet, how it works and what we need to do to keep us safe whilst on it.
· Creating media – editing audio and photos for different purposes.

	Within French we will be looking at:
	· Using numbers to count objects
· Colours to describe animals and objects

· Understanding plurals 

· Use of Je and Tu forms

	Within music we will be looking at:
	· Djembe drumming.  This term we are lucky to have a specialist to come in and teach us how to play Djembe drums.   


	Additionally…
	P.E.:  PE will be taught on a Friday afternoon for term 1 & 2 and need to come into school in their uniform on those days. Please ensure that your child has the correct P.E. kit. This is navy or black tracksuit bottoms, shorts or leggings, a top for your child’s coloured house and a blue or black jumper/hoodie. Please do not come into school with any jewellery on (or provide tape for earrings for recently pierced ears). Some of these lessons will be led by the sports coaches, as they were last year.  This term they will be doing Rugby and Fitness. 
Please will you also note that as part of our Healthy Schools policy NO sweets are permitted in school. 




Home Learning:

	Area of learning 
	When and what will be sent home
	When and what needs to be handed back in/how this will be checked


	Spelling
	Y1-6: Spellings will be carried out in year groups this year. Your child will receive regular spellings to practise at home. Please support your child with this.
	Spellings will be handed out and assessed every Tuesday.

	Reading
	This is an ongoing activity that we would anticipate children do 5 out of 7 days a week. This is both independent reading and reading aloud to an adult. 
We will be running the reading challenge again this year – if children read 5+ times in a week they will get x3 tickets for the prize draw, 4 times a week x2 tickets and x3 a week x1 ticket for the prize draw!

Your child will also be signed up to Read Theory.  This is an online comprehension website.  You will receive a username and login to use. 
	When your child reads independently, please encourage them to fill in a section in their reading record. When your child has read to you or another adult please write this in their reading journal. We would ask you to ask questions about the texts (Who, What, When, Where, Why) to help develop the children’s comprehension skills.

	English and Topic
	At the beginning of terms 1, 3 and 5, your child will be given an open ended project to complete based on their topic. Ideas for activities will be provided. At the beginning of terms 2, 4 and 6, your child will be given an extended piece of writing to complete. This could be related either to the topic or the Literacy topic. This will be sent out next week. 
	The class teacher will provide a date for the projects to be back in; this will be towards the end of a term. 



	Maths
	TT Rock Stars – your child will have a username and password sent home.  This programme allows your child to practice the tables that he/she needs to focus in on.
By the end of year 3, children need to know 2, 3, 4, 5, 8, 10x tables.

By the end of year 4, children need to know all the times tables to 12.
	Please try to complete at least 10-15 mins of TT Rock Stars 3 times a week. 

	Maths 
	Each week, an arithmetic test will be sent home (via seesaw). The correct answers will also be given so that you can work with you child to support them in answering the questions and mark their questions with them. 
	Your children will be set a task to complete every Wednesday on seesaw.  Please complete it and send the answers back on seesaw   Please note the children will mark their work in class.


